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[bookmark: _Toc118615527][bookmark: _Toc208143949]INTRODUCTION
1. [bookmark: _Toc203743775][bookmark: _Toc205849494][bookmark: _Toc206324722][bookmark: _Toc208143950] Reason for choosing the topic
	Nowadays, mankind has entered the era of information society, knowledge society. The role of scientific knowledge is increasing. Contemporary mankind is living in a period of tumultuous development, the era of scientific and technological revolution, knowledge society and globalization of knowledge. Science, which used to be just a tool of cognition, has now become direct productive forces, a factor that determines the direction of development of the modern world. Thanks to knowledge and technology, humans have the ability to intervene, restructure, and even recreate nature and society according to principles set by human reason. As C. Marx affirmed, science is no longer just the "spiritual driving force" of history, but has become a "direct productive force", playing a decisive role in the development of human society.
However, along with those great achievements are The inherent paradox of the scientific age : the explosion of knowledge does not mean the increase of human values, the development of technology does not guarantee human perfection. Reality shows that when reason is separated from ethics, when science is dominated by interests and power, people can lose themselves. Scientism, Technocracy and the Dehumanization of Values is becoming an urgent problem of modern philosophy. In that context, the need for a critical philosophical thinking - self-consciousness - humanism for science becomes more necessary than ever.
It is at this starting point that the return to research philosophical thoughts of Rene Descartes - considered the "father of modern philosophy and science" has a particularly great significance. Descartes was not only a genius mathematician and physicist, but also a great philosopher who established the epistemological, ontological and methodological foundations for all modern Western philosophy. With radical skepticism and With absolute faith in human reason, Descartes opened a new era of thinking, where humans were established as the subject of knowledge and the foundation of all truth. The declaration “I think, therefore I am” not only the core of Descartes' epistemology, but also the symbol of the age of reason, the age in which philosophy became “universal science”, aiming at building a comprehensive system of knowledge, with a solid and transparent foundation. That thought has dominated the entire development of Western philosophy, from Spinoza, Leibniz, Kant, Hegel to Husserl, Heidegger, Foucault and Derrida, and has strongly influenced the modern scientific thinking method.
While Descartes' philosophy has been extensively studied in the West, In Vietnam, research on his philosophical system is still very modest . Translations and commentaries on “On Method” and “On First Philosophy” have appeared since the 1970s, but most of them have stopped at the introductory level, not going into depth to analyze Descartes's ideological structure and current historical value in relation to science, ethics and anthropology. Moreover, in the context of the world entering In the era of artificial intelligence, big data and digital technology , re-examining Descartes' philosophy from a contemporary perspective is an urgent requirement both theoretically and practically.
On the other hand, Over the years, the Vietnamese Party and State have always affirmed the special role of philosophy, especially the history of human philosophy, in the development of theoretical thinking, education and culture . In the Party's documents, especially Documents of the 13th Congress emphasized : strongly developing social sciences and humanities, attaching importance to theoretical research, including philosophy, to improve thinking capacity, value orientation and foster the personality of Vietnamese people in the new era . The State also encourages Research, inherit and promote the values of human philosophy , considering this as the basis for developing science, technology and innovation associated with cultural and ethical values. The Party sets out the task: "For new ideological trends, doctrines and theories, continue to expand and deepen research from an objective, dialectical perspective and absorb progressive values. Resolutely fight against dogmatism, revisionism and opportunism".
Therefore, re-studying the philosophical thought of Descartes - the philosopher who laid the foundation for modern scientific thinking methods - is not only a requirement of philosophical science, but also suitable for the orientation of the Party and State on developing an advanced Vietnamese philosophy, imbued with national identity and international integration. Thereby, the topic contributes practically to the goal improve philosophical thinking, critical thinking, and self-aware reasoning skills of the team of researchers and teachers of philosophy in the context of globalization. In the context of Vietnam building In the knowledge economy and digital society , a deeper understanding of Descartes's thought, the origin of Western reason, has strategic significance: helping to orient the development of science and technology associated with humanities, and building a Vietnamese intellectual culture that is both modern and humane.
	For all the above reasons, the researcher has chosen the topic : "The philosophical thought of Rene Descartes and its current significance" as his research topic.
2. [bookmark: _Toc203743776][bookmark: _Toc205849495][bookmark: _Toc206324723][bookmark: _Toc208143951]Purpose and research tasks of the thesis
2.1. [bookmark: _Toc153723849][bookmark: _Toc203743777][bookmark: _Toc205849496][bookmark: _Toc206324724][bookmark: _Toc208143952]Research purpose
Analyze deeply and comprehensively the philosophical content of Rene Descartes and evaluate its value, limitations and current significance in the present context.
2.2. [bookmark: _Toc153723850][bookmark: _Toc203743778][bookmark: _Toc205849497][bookmark: _Toc206324725][bookmark: _Toc208143953]Research tasks
- Overview of research situation related to thesis topic.
- Analyze and clarify the context, socio-economic and cultural conditions and scientific theoretical premises for the formation of Descarres' philosophical thought.
- Analyze the basic philosophical thoughts of Descartes.
- Evaluate the value, limitations, significance and influence of Descartes' philosophical thought.
3. [bookmark: _Toc203743779][bookmark: _Toc205849498][bookmark: _Toc206324726][bookmark: _Toc208143954]Object and scope of the thesis research
3.1. [bookmark: _Toc153723852][bookmark: _Toc203743780][bookmark: _Toc205849499][bookmark: _Toc206324727][bookmark: _Toc208143955]Research subjects
			The philosophical thought of Rene Descartes and its contemporary significance.
3.2. [bookmark: _Toc153723853][bookmark: _Toc203743781][bookmark: _Toc205849500][bookmark: _Toc206324728][bookmark: _Toc208143956]Scope of the thesis research
Focus on Descartes's major works (Discourse on the Method, Discourse on First Philosophy, Principles of Philosophy...)
4. [bookmark: _Toc203743782][bookmark: _Toc205849501][bookmark: _Toc206324729][bookmark: _Toc208143957]Theoretical basis and research methods of the thesis
4.1. [bookmark: _Toc153723855][bookmark: _Toc203743783][bookmark: _Toc205849502][bookmark: _Toc206324730][bookmark: _Toc208143958]Theoretical basis of the thesis
The thesis is based on the materialist concept of history, the philosophical historical viewpoint of the founders of Marxism - Leninism, and the viewpoint of the Communist Party of Vietnam on absorbing, supplementing, and developing the cultural and ideological quintessence of the world.
4.2. [bookmark: _Toc153723856][bookmark: _Toc203743784][bookmark: _Toc205849503][bookmark: _Toc206324731][bookmark: _Toc208143959]Research methods of the thesis
	Methodology : The thesis uses the dialectical materialism methodology of Marxism - Leninism.
Specific research methods such as: The thesis uses research methods
· Research documents (analyze, synthesize, compare, and contrast sources).
· Method of combining history and logic.
· Method of generalization and abstraction.
5. [bookmark: _Toc203743785][bookmark: _Toc205849504][bookmark: _Toc206324732][bookmark: _Toc208143960]Expected new contributions of the thesis
- Systematize and deepen the understanding of Descartes' philosophical thought.
- Clarify controversial issues in Descartes' philosophy.
- Contribute to the study of the history of Western philosophy and its influence on modern thinking.
6. [bookmark: _Toc203743786][bookmark: _Toc205849505][bookmark: _Toc206324733][bookmark: _Toc208143961]Theoretical and practical significance of the thesis
6.1. [bookmark: _Toc153723859][bookmark: _Toc203743787][bookmark: _Toc205849506][bookmark: _Toc206324734][bookmark: _Toc208143962]Theoretical significance of the thesis 
[bookmark: _Toc206417076][bookmark: _Toc207267523][bookmark: _Toc208143963]The thesis clarifies Descartes' philosophical concepts, thereby pointing out the values , limitations and position of those ideas in the history of Western philosophy.
6.2. [bookmark: _Toc153723861][bookmark: _Toc203743789][bookmark: _Toc205849508][bookmark: _Toc206324736][bookmark: _Toc208143964]Practical significance of the thesis
The study of Descartes's thought has great scientific significance in clarifying important turning points in the history of philosophy and the development of scientific thinking. His radical skepticism and rationalism have challenged the foundations of traditional knowledge and paved the way for a new approach based on reason and self-consciousness. The practical significance of the topic is reflected in the ability to apply Descartes's thinking principles, especially methodology and critical spirit, to solving problems in scientific research, education and social life in Vietnam today.
The thesis can be used as a reference for teaching and researching Western philosophical thought in general and the philosophy of R. Descartes in particular.
7. [bookmark: _Toc203743790][bookmark: _Toc205849509][bookmark: _Toc206324737][bookmark: _Toc208143965][bookmark: _Toc118615528]Structure of the thesis
	The thesis consists of 4 chapters, 13 sections, introduction, conclusion, list of published works of the author related to the thesis topic and list of references.
[bookmark: _Toc203743791][bookmark: _Toc208143966]Chapter 1
[bookmark: _Toc118615529][bookmark: _Toc203743792][bookmark: _Toc208143967]OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH RELATED TO THE TOPIC
[bookmark: _Toc196728465][bookmark: _Toc203743793][bookmark: _Toc208143968][bookmark: _Toc153723865]1. 1. Works related to objective conditions, subjective factors and theoretical premises for the formation and development of Rene Descartes' philosophical thought 
[bookmark: _Toc203743794][bookmark: _Toc208143969][bookmark: _Toc196728466]1.1.1. Works related to the other conditions for the formation and development of Descartes' philosophical thought
History of Philosophy , edited by Nguyen Huu Vui (editor, 2006). The work, which is partly about modern philosophy and Descartes, has a clear analysis. objective conditions leading to the formation and development of his ideology.
Overview of the history of Western Philosophy by Do Minh Hop, Nguyen Thanh, Nguyen Anh Tuan (2006). Presentation on the historical and social context of Europe in the 16th - 17th centuries . These are objective conditions for formation and development Descartes' system of thought.
of French Philosophy Jean Wahl (2006) ( Nguyen Hai Hang, Dao Ngoc Phong, Tran Nhat Tan translated). Presents Descartes' philosophy in a general way and highly appreciates his method of argumentation.
History of Philosophy from Ancient to Modern Times by D. Runes (Pham Van Lien translated, 2009). Descartes is a symbol of rationalism, placing analytical methods and reason at the center.
“Descartes: An analytical and historical introduction” by Georges Dicker (2013). The elements that shaped Descartes' philosophy and method.
Chat with Rene Descartes by Bui Van Nam Son (2016). Historical context of the 17th century, when science and philosophy were undergoing great changes.
1.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc196728467][bookmark: _Toc203743795][bookmark: _Toc208143970]Works related to subjective factors for the formation and development of Descartes' philosophical thought
[bookmark: _Toc206324743]Western European philosophy of the 17th and 18th centuries by R. Descartes Nguyen Trong Chuan (1995). The work analyzes some subjective factors affecting the formation and development of Descartes' philosophical thought.
[bookmark: _Toc207267531][bookmark: _Toc208143971]Descartes' Philosophy by Tran Thai Dinh (2018). The author analyzes Descartes's system of thought, but also cleverly highlights some elements. subjective In his philosophy, especially the foundations of interpretation of human nature and the roots of thought.
	Scientific conference “French philosophy: from the origin to the present”, Nguyen The Phuc, Nguyen Tien Dung, Nguyen Viet Phuong. French philosophy has produced enormous intellectual talents, especially Descartes, who built the bridge to rationalism.
The Cambridge companion to Descartes by the author John Cottingham (1992) . The work provides a comprehensive overview of Descartes' life and works.
	History of philosophy and theses​​​​​ belong to Samuel Enoch Stumpf (Do Van Thuan and Luu Van Hy translated, 2004). Introducing rationalism and analyzing Descartes ' method .​​​​​​
Descartes: A biography by Desmond M. Clarke (2006). The author analyzes the historical context and influences of Descartes on philosophy and science in the 17th century.
The fundamental problems of SE Frost's philosophy (Dong Huong, Kien Van translated, 2008). Focuses on clarifying both the objective context and subjective factors leading to the formation and development of his thoughts .
1.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc208143972]Works related to the theoretical premises for the formation and development of Descartes' philosophical thought
[bookmark: _Toc206324744][bookmark: _Toc207267533][bookmark: _Toc208143973]Western European philosophy of the 17th and 18th centuries by R. Descartes Nguyen Trong Chuan (1995). Analyze the theoretical premises for the formation of Descartes' philosophy. Place Descartes in the context of Europe's transition from scholastic philosophy to modern science, with a spirit of skepticism .
Rene Descartes and scientific thinking introduced and translated by Truong Quang De (2000) in the work " On Method" Descartes. Presentation display Descartes's thoughts and methods . 
Mathematicians - philosophers by author Nguyen Cang (2004) . Descartes applied the approach in mathematics where postulates and proofs are strictly defined to philosophy. 
Outline of the history of Western Philosophy by Do Minh Hop, Nguyen Thanh, Nguyen Anh Tuan (2006). Descartes' philosophy was born and developed in the context of social history, science and ideology of 17th century Europe, when objective requirements of the times is to build a new method for perception and reflection humanistic spirit and rationality of modern times .
Western European Philosophy before Marx - Basic Issues by author Le Thanh Sinh (2013) . Descartes was influenced by Aristotle's logic and metaphysics . 
Thus, the theoretical premises for the formation and development of Descartes's thought are the intersection between the Ancient - Medieval philosophical heritage . 
[bookmark: _Toc203743796][bookmark: _Toc208143974][bookmark: _Toc196728468]1. 2. Works related to the basic contents of Rene Descartes ' philosophical thought and its current significance 
[bookmark: _Toc208143975][bookmark: _Toc196728469][bookmark: _Toc203743797]1.2.1. Works by domestic authors related to the basic contents of Rene Descartes' philosophical thought 
Rene Descartes and scientific thinking introduces and translates the work " Discourse on Method" Descartes.
Four Great Trees of Modern Western Philosophy by Le Tu Thanh (2014). Descartes - the founder of modern philosophy.
Descartes' Philosophy by Tran Thai Dinh (2018). Presentation display on Descartes' "method of doubt" a tool Descartes used to build a solid foundation for knowledge.
The above are valuable documents that are helpful for those who love philosophy in general and Descartes' philosophy in particular.
[bookmark: _Toc196728470][bookmark: _Toc203743798][bookmark: _Toc208143976]1.2.2. Foreign works related to the basic contents of Rene Descartes' philosophical thought in his works "Discourse on Method" and "Discourse on First Philosophy"
Descartes's philosophy of science by Desmond M. Clarke (1990). C The presentation includes an analysis of how "Discourse on Method" established a foundation for the modern scientific method.
The Cambridge companion to Descartes 's work John Cottingham (1992). Presentation display on Descartes' metaphysics . 
Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy: Background source materials, interpretive essays, and critical commentary by John Cottingham (1998). An overview of the content and structure of "The First Philosophy ".
Descartes's Meditations: An introduction by Catherine Wilson (2003) . Descartes uses doubt to eliminate uncertain beliefs and seek unquestionable truths.
Descartes: An analytical and historical introduction by Georges Dicker (2013). Descartes lived during a period when Europe was experiencing many political, religious and scientific upheavals, factors that had a profound influence on his thoughts and works.
These works have contributed to providing a multidimensional approach to Descartes' philosophy . 
[bookmark: _Toc196728471][bookmark: _Toc203743799][bookmark: _Toc208143977]1. 3. Works related to the evaluation of Rene Descartes' philosophical thought and its current significance
[bookmark: _Toc196728472][bookmark: _Toc203743800][bookmark: _Toc208143978]1.3.1. Domestic works related to the evaluation of Rene Descartes' philosophical thoughts
[bookmark: _Toc191056879][bookmark: _Toc196728473][bookmark: _Toc201679237][bookmark: _Toc203743801][bookmark: _Toc206324750][bookmark: _Toc207267539][bookmark: _Toc208143979]Philosophy and ideology of author Tran Van Giau (1998). The work highlights the role of Descartes against the domination of the church, talking about Descartes' contributions to the ideological revolution .
	Western European Philosophy before Marx - Basic issues by author Le Thanh Sinh (2001 . Presents the basic features of Descartes' method.
Husserl's Phenomenology by Nguyen Chi Hieu, Do Minh Hop, Pham Quynh Trang (2008) stated and analyzed Descartes' philosophical legacy on Husserl's philosophical career.
[bookmark: _Toc206324751]Descartes' Philosophy by Tran Thai Dinh (2018). The work has evaluated Descartes' philosophical thoughts to clarify his great role in the history of Western philosophy.
[bookmark: _Toc196728474][bookmark: _Toc203743802][bookmark: _Toc208143980]1.3.2. Foreign works related to the evaluation of Rene Descartes' philosophical thoughts
Descartes' philosophy is an important link in the development of the history of philosophy. His philosophy is a precious legacy for many generations of philosophers who later took it as their ideological foundation.
History of Dialectics - Volume II: Dialectics of the XIV-XVIII Centuries (1998). In Chapter V: Descartes, the work gives a general assessment of Descartes' philosophy.
Rene Descartes and Scientific Thinking translated and introduced by Truong Quang De (2000 ). The author introduces to readers the most honest view of Descartes in two aspects: breadth and depth.
Descartes: The project of pure inquiry by Bernard Williams (2003). The work provides a comprehensive, in-depth look at Descartes's thoughts and influence in the history of philosophy.	
To Save Everything, Click Here: The Folly of Technological Solutionism by Evgeny Morozov (2013). The work does not directly discuss Descartes, but can be related to Cartesian philosophy in some fundamental aspects .
Platform Capitalism (Fundamental Capitalism) by author Nick Srnicek (2016). The work does not directly discuss Descartes, but if viewed from the perspective of historical philosophy of thought, there are still some indirect connections with Descartes' philosophy .
The Age of Surveillance Capitalism by Shoshana Zuboff (2019). From a philosophical perspective, this is a shift from rational-centered period (Descartes) sang the era of data and algorithms.
[bookmark: _Toc208143981]1.4. The value of the reviewed works and the thesis issues that need further research
[bookmark: _Toc208143982]1.4.1. Value of the works is summarized
Through an overview of the research work on Descartes' philosophical thought , the researcher summarizes some of the following basic results:
First , researchers have pointed out that Descartes lived and created during a turbulent period in France's history.
Second , it deals with the theoretical premises for the birth of Descartes' philosophical thought.
Third, a number of studies have analyzed important concepts. Descartes's impact on later philosophers and scientists, as well as criticisms of his theories. 
Fourth, all authors have clarified to a certain extent the basic contents of Descartes' philosophical thought.
The above are the basic results achieved in research works on Descartes' philosophical thoughts. The PhD student will absorb them in his thesis.
[bookmark: _Toc208143983]1.4.2. Thesis issues that need further research
It can be affirmed that Descartes ' philosophy has been mentioned in a number of important contents.
Descartes' philosophy is evaluated by foreign researchers in very different ways . The above works have mentioned many different aspects of Descartes' philosophy.
From such overview and assessment, recognizes and sets for itself the task of solving the following open issues:
Firstly, analyze and clarify the objective conditions, theoretical premises and subjective factors that influence the formation and development of Descartes' philosophical views .
Second , it is necessary to clarify the basic contents of Descartes' philosophical thought (limited to the works " Discourse on Method" and "Discourse on First Philosophy"). From there, systematically and consistently summarize Descartes' philosophical thoughts.
Tuesday ,​ analysis ,​ evaluate the values and limitations in the basic philosophical thoughts of Descartes and suggests its contemporary meanings.
[bookmark: _Toc203743804]On the basis of inheriting and developing the above research works, the PhD student will present Descartes' philosophical thoughts in a systematic and logical manner, thereby giving his own assessment of historical value as well as limitations in order to draw out current values .
[bookmark: _Toc208143984]Chapter 1 Summary
[bookmark: _Toc208143985][bookmark: _Toc118615533]Through the systematic analysis of research works on socio-economic, political, cultural conditions, and theoretical premises for the birth of Descartes's philosophical thought, we see that researchers first pointed out the changes that took place in the life of France in the 17th century. According to them, those changes had a great impact on the development of French thought in general, and French philosophical thought in particular, which of course included Descartes's philosophical thought. In addition, another perspective can be gained by reading Descartes as a practicing scientist and by examining his scientific work as well as his correspondence with other seventeenth-century scientists. The works mentioned all provide different perspectives, from philosophical analysis, historical context, to the impact of the Treatise on Method , the First Treatise on Philosophy. This helps to clarify the content and meaning of the work, but also points out the far-reaching influence of Descartes on modern philosophical thought and scientific method, the influence on later philosophers and scientists, as well as the role of Descartes in the development of modern philosophy.
Chapter 2
[bookmark: _Toc208143986]ECONOMIC - SOCIAL, CULTURAL - SCIENTIFIC - PHILOSOPHICAL CONTEXT OF 17TH CENTURY EUROPE AND THE METHODOLOGICAL BASIS OF RENE DESCATES
[bookmark: _Toc208143987]2.1. Background formation of Rene Descartes ' philosophy
[bookmark: _Toc208143988]2.1.1. Objective conditions for the formation and development of Rene Descartes ' philosophy 
[bookmark: _Toc206324758][bookmark: _Toc207267549][bookmark: _Toc208143989]Socio - economic conditions 16th to mid-17th century society in Western Europe and France 
The dawn of industrial civilization helped Western European society to make strong changes, entering the Renaissance and Modern periods. Scientific and technological achievements changed the entire European society . These changes laid the foundation for Descartes' philosophy, a philosophy based on reason, science and independent thinking. 
The bourgeoisie, in the process of asserting its social and political role, needed a new philosophical system, which was a philosophy that promoted reason, science, and the individual, of which Descartes was a typical representative. Thus, from the 16th century to the mid-17th century, Western Europe, especially France, experienced profound changes in economics, society, politics, and science.
[bookmark: _Toc206324759][bookmark: _Toc207267550][bookmark: _Toc208143990]2.1.1.2. Political conditions in Western Europe and France from the 16th century to the mid-17th century
[bookmark: _Toc207267551][bookmark: _Toc208143991]First, the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) was one of the most devastating conflicts in European history.
Second, the absolute monarchy in France and the choice of academic path. Philosophy Descartes's philosophy implied opposition to feudal despotism, promoted freedom of thought, and affirmed that individuals could attain truth through reason instead of depending on the church or royal power.
Third, the rise of the bourgeoisie and rationalism. The deep class division in Western European society in the 16th-17th centuries was the social foundation for the formation of Descartes' philosophy.
Thus, the Thirty Years' War, the absolute monarchy in France, and the rise of the bourgeoisie created a special socio-historical context that shaped Descartes' thinking.
[bookmark: _Toc206324760][bookmark: _Toc207267552][bookmark: _Toc208143992]2.1.1.3. Cultural conditions of Western Europe and France from the 16th century to the mid-17th century
[bookmark: _Toc205849531][bookmark: _Toc206324761][bookmark: _Toc207267553]The first, Renaissance culture (14th - 16th century) Renaissance culture had a profound influence on the formation and development of Descartes' philosophy: Humanism and the tendency to promote individual reason, the influence of the scientific revolution and empirical thinking, the reaction to medieval scholastic philosophy, the influence of art and holistic thinking, Luther's religious reform in Germany but had an influence throughout Europe.
Second, the religious situation of France. In the religious and philosophical context of Descartes' time, the controversies about the existence of God and the relationship between mind and body The body had a profound influence on his thinking.  
2.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc208143993]premises for the formation and development of Rene Descartes' philosophy
[bookmark: _Toc206324763][bookmark: _Toc207267555][bookmark: _Toc208143994]2.1.2.1. Aristotle's Metaphysics
Aristotle (384 - 322 BC), Aristotle's natural philosophy influenced Descartes' early education. Descartes undertook a process of deep reflection to find a solid foundation for knowledge and existence. He began by doubting everything, including his senses, his preconceived beliefs, and even the existence of the external world. In it, he placed the role of intelligence and reason first, taking humans as the standard in the cognitive process. From there, he decided to build his knowledge system based on intuition and deduction.
[bookmark: _Toc206324765][bookmark: _Toc207267557][bookmark: _Toc208143996]2.1.2.2 . Stoicism
[bookmark: _Toc205849536][bookmark: _Toc206324766][bookmark: _Toc207267558][bookmark: _Toc208143997][bookmark: _Toc205849537][bookmark: _Toc206324767][bookmark: _Toc207267559][bookmark: _Toc208143998]The Stoic ideas of self-control and reason also influenced Descartes, but he was not a philosopher of traditional Stoicism. Chief Both Descartes and Stoicism considered the search for certainty and independence in knowledge to be of great importance. Descartes developed the method of radical doubt to achieve absolute certainty in knowledge, while Stoicism encouraged human independence and autonomy from facts and emotions. 
[bookmark: _Toc206324768][bookmark: _Toc207267560][bookmark: _Toc208143999]2.1.2.3. Scholastic philosophy
[bookmark: _Toc205849543][bookmark: _Toc206324773][bookmark: _Toc207267561][bookmark: _Toc208144000][bookmark: _Toc205849539][bookmark: _Toc206324769][bookmark: _Toc205849544][bookmark: _Toc206324774][bookmark: _Toc207267562][bookmark: _Toc208144001]Saint Augustine (354-430) was an ancient Christian theologian and philosopher who had a profound influence on Western philosophy and later philosophers such as Descartes. Augustine helped establish the philosophical and ethical foundations of Roman Catholicism. However, Descartes objected to some of Augustine's ideas, especially the religious and theological elements. This led Descartes to separate philosophy and science from religious elements, focusing on using logic and mathematics to study nature and humanity.
2.1.2.4. [bookmark: _Toc206324775][bookmark: _Toc207267567][bookmark: _Toc208144006]Francis Bacon's Scientific Method
[bookmark: _Toc205849546][bookmark: _Toc206324776][bookmark: _Toc207267568][bookmark: _Toc208144007][bookmark: _Toc205849547][bookmark: _Toc206324777][bookmark: _Toc207267569][bookmark: _Toc208144008][bookmark: _Toc208144009][bookmark: _Toc205849549][bookmark: _Toc206324779][bookmark: _Toc207267571][bookmark: _Toc208144010]Francis Bacon (1561-1626) , an English philosopher, scientist, and writer, also had a great influence on Descartes. Bacon developed a scientific method based on observation, experimentation, and systematic analysis. Descartes, in turn, showed a path from the general to the particular, that is, the process began from the most general knowledge of metaphysics, moving to the specific problems of physics, and then to the problems of the most specific sciences. Thus, although Bacon and Descartes did not meet directly, Bacon's ideas on the scientific method, the use of experimentation, and logic significantly influenced Descartes and the development of modern philosophy. 
2.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc208144011]Natural science premise for the formation and development of Rene Descartes' philosophy
First, the scientific revolution and the change in the concept of the universe.
Monday, Mathematics - the ideal model for philosophical method. The development of mathematics in the 16th-17th centuries provided Descartes with a model of method. 
Third, optics and biology extended mechanical thinking to humans. However, he still maintained dualism: humans consist of thinking and body.
[bookmark: _Toc205849574][bookmark: _Toc206324804][bookmark: _Toc207267574][bookmark: _Toc208144012]Descartes believed that thinking is a characteristic of humans, and animals are just biological machines without thinking. Descartes' philosophy was formed from the scientific revolution, the development of mathematics, and the mechanistic spirit in natural science in the 17th century.
[bookmark: _Toc208144013]2.2. Life and works product by Rene Descartes
2.2.1. [bookmark: _Toc206324807][bookmark: _Toc207267577][bookmark: _Toc208144015]Biography belong to Rene Descartes ( 1596-1650 ) 
[bookmark: _Toc205849578][bookmark: _Toc206324808][bookmark: _Toc207267578][bookmark: _Toc208144016]Rene Descartes' childhood . Rene Descartes was born on March 31, 1596, in a village called La Haye in the Poitou province of France (after his death, the village was renamed La Haye-Descartes in 1793; since 1967, his birthplace has been called simply Descartes). Born chief in one family temple precious clan . Mother grandfather lost early .
[bookmark: _Toc205849579][bookmark: _Toc206324809][bookmark: _Toc207267579][bookmark: _Toc208144017][bookmark: _Toc205849580][bookmark: _Toc206324810][bookmark: _Toc207267580][bookmark: _Toc208144018]Rene Descartes's education (The Formation of Skeptical Thought). Descartes was educated at the Jesuit College La Flèche in Anjou. He entered the school at Easter 1607. He studied there with courses in classics, logic, and traditional Aristotelian philosophy . Descartes left the school in 1614 . He spent some time in Paris, apparently very isolated. He then studied at the University of Poitiers, receiving a law degree in 1616. Descartes stayed at the school, then went on to study for a doctorate.
[bookmark: _Toc205849582][bookmark: _Toc206324812][bookmark: _Toc207267582][bookmark: _Toc208144020][bookmark: _Toc206324813][bookmark: _Toc207267583][bookmark: _Toc208144021][bookmark: _Toc207267584][bookmark: _Toc208144022][bookmark: _Toc206324814][bookmark: _Toc207267585][bookmark: _Toc208144023][bookmark: _Toc205849586][bookmark: _Toc206324818][bookmark: _Toc207267588][bookmark: _Toc208144026]Rene Descartes's growing up. Descartes returned to Paris before enrolling in the military school in Breda in 1618, volunteering in the army of Maurice of Nassau. In 1619, he joined the Bavarian army and was stationed at Ulm. An important event in his life was the three dreams he had in November 1619. During the period from 1619 to 1621, Descartes worked as a volunteer officer, thanks to which he had the opportunity to travel to many places such as Germany and Austria. In 1628, Descartes decided to stay and live in the Netherlands. Thus, it was the years of wandering around Europe that contributed to Descartes forming an experimental mindset. On February 2, 1650, Descartes died.
[bookmark: _Toc206324820][bookmark: _Toc207267590][bookmark: _Toc208144028]2.2..2. Overview of Rene Descartes's work
Descartes wrote many important works. Here are some of his notable works:
“Discourse on Method” (1637) is the work of an extremely intelligent, progressive, and rigorous thinker. In the work In “First Philosophical Treatise” (1641), Descartes presents arguments for the existence of God and the distinction between mind and matter. In 1644, he published his work ' Principles of Philosophy'. Written in Latin, the work is a synthesis of Descartes's philosophical and scientific ideas, including physics and metaphysics. Other works followed, often in response to criticism of his work, as by the early 1640s Descartes had become famous throughout Europe. In 1649 Descartes wrote “The Passions of the Soul”. Before that, “ Geometry” (1637) … After Descartes's death, some of his works and letters were published. 
Thus, it can be affirmed that the status of the above-mentioned legacies is very important in the study of Descartes' philosophy in particular and the study of philosophical thought in general.
[bookmark: _Toc208144029]Chapter 2 Summary
According to the basic principle of historical materialism, no ideological movement or philosophical doctrine can be formed and developed apart from social material life as well as social activities. The birth of Descartes' philosophical thought is not a random appearance or a purely speculative product, but its formation and development is determined by and deeply reflects the economic, social and cultural conditions of the West, especially contemporary France. Descartes was a great philosopher and scientist of the 17th century, living and working at this time. Therefore, this thought is partly an inevitable product of objective conditions and subjective factors. In other words, Descartes' philosophy was formed by the impact and influence of the specific historical and social conditions of the French people and of the era in which he lived. At the same time, as a form of social consciousness, Descartes' philosophical thought is not only a reflection of the historical, economic, political, and social conditions of the West at that time, but also the result of inheriting previous philosophical and cultural thoughts, along with the inheritance and profound influence of family tradition. 

[bookmark: _Toc153723870]Chapter 3. IDEOLOGICAL CONTENTS
[bookmark: _Toc208144030]              THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY OF RENE DESCARTES
[bookmark: _Toc208144031][bookmark: _Toc153723871]3.1. Rationalism and methodology by Rene Descartes
[bookmark: _Toc208144032]3.1.1. Seven fairy topic in philosophy study Rene Descartes
[bookmark: _Toc207267597][bookmark: _Toc208144033]The process of arriving at the truth “I think, therefore I am” (Cogito, ergo sum)
[bookmark: _Toc196728661][bookmark: _Toc201679301][bookmark: _Toc203743691][bookmark: _Toc203743854][bookmark: _Toc205849596][bookmark: _Toc206324828][bookmark: _Toc207267600][bookmark: _Toc208144036]Descartes considered this an indisputable truth and the starting point for his philosophical system. Descartes used seven axioms to develop his thoughts: 1/ Method of doubt, doubt everything to find certain truth; 2/ I think, therefore I exist, thinking proves existence; 3/ Dualism, distinguishing between spirit and matter; 4/ The existence of God, which guarantees the certainty of knowledge; 5/ Clear and coherent laws, the standard for determining truth; 6/ The mechanical nature of nature, nature operates according to mechanical laws; 7/ Innate ideas, some knowledge is available in thinking.
[bookmark: _Toc208144049]3.1.2. “I think, therefore I am” – The starting point of Descartes’ rationalism

[bookmark: _Toc201679309][bookmark: _Toc196728669]3.1 . 2. 1. The nature of the "thinking self" (res cogitans)
The starting point “I think” as the first metaphysical foundation. Descartes established his philosophical thought on the basis of radical skepticism. The nature of the “Thinking Self” (res cogitans) as an ontological entity. Descartes distinguishes between accidental and substantial properties. For the “Thinking Self” the substantial property is thinking (cogitatio). Thinking here is not limited to abstract reasoning but includes the entire inner life of the soul. 
[bookmark: _Toc208144050]3.1. 2.2 . The role of the "I think" (Cogito) as a solid starting point for philosophy
[bookmark: _Toc205849624][bookmark: _Toc206324856][bookmark: _Toc207267626][bookmark: _Toc208144051][bookmark: _Toc196728681][bookmark: _Toc201679322][bookmark: _Toc203743719][bookmark: _Toc203743883][bookmark: _Toc205849625][bookmark: _Toc206324857][bookmark: _Toc207267627][bookmark: _Toc208144052][bookmark: _Toc205849626][bookmark: _Toc206324858][bookmark: _Toc207267628][bookmark: _Toc208144053]It can be affirmed that rationalism opened a new era, pre-determining a reality in European history and culture. Descartes built a universal and authentic mathematical system. Thus, all the basic arguments of the system were drawn by the deductive method from the original intellectual intuition. Descartes' "I think" created a turning point in the history of Western philosophy, thanks to which it built a new philosophy of human beings. Descartes' rationalism focuses on the role of rational argument and speculation in building solid and lasting knowledge.
[bookmark: _Toc208144054]3.1 . 3. Methodology 
 3.1. 3 .1. Method skeptical law
[bookmark: _Toc208144055][bookmark: _Toc207267631][bookmark: _Toc208144056][bookmark: _Toc207267632][bookmark: _Toc208144057][bookmark: _Toc207267633][bookmark: _Toc208144058]Rationalism is a philosophical position that emphasizes the role of reason as the primary source of knowledge. The main feature of rationalism is that reason is the basis of knowledge: Knowledge can be gained through logical reasoning, not just through feelings or experience. Descartes used a method of radical skepticism to find a solid foundation for knowledge. In contrast, empiricism is the philosophical view that knowledge comes primarily from sensory experience rather than from pure reason.
3.1. 3 .2. Four rules of the Cartesian method
Descartes' methodology focused on seeking certain knowledge through methodical skepticism. Descartes believed that intuition and deduction were the two basic methods for attaining certain knowledge. In “Discourse on Method”, Descartes proposed Four Rules of Method: Rule One: Accept only what is clear and distinct. Rule Two: Analyze. This rule requires break down the problem to the simplest level possible for easy understanding. Third Rule: Synthesis. After analysis, Descartes proposes a way Rebuild knowledge from simple to complex, just like we go from axiom to theorem in geometry. Fourth rule: Complete inventory .
[bookmark: _Toc208144061][bookmark: _TOC_250005]3.1. 3 .3. Descartes' deductive method 
[bookmark: _Toc171231015]Descartes's deductive method is fundamentally different from that of scholasticism because it is not based solely on syllogism. Descartes's deductive method is specifically his way of approaching and explaining philosophical problems . He attached great importance to the geometric method, especially in " Discourse on the Method " which shows clear traces of the influence of geometry. Thus, it can be clearly seen that Bacon and Descartes developed two opposite and different tendencies in the issue of methodology. Descartes's methodology advocated taking human beings as the fulcrum for his methodology.
3.2. Ontology
3.2.1. Dualistic view of the world
[bookmark: _Toc207267639][bookmark: _Toc208144063][bookmark: _Toc203743720][bookmark: _Toc203743887]3.2.1.1. Mind and Matter 
[bookmark: _Toc205849629][bookmark: _Toc206324861][bookmark: _Toc207267640][bookmark: _Toc208144064][bookmark: _Toc205849630][bookmark: _Toc206324862][bookmark: _Toc207267641][bookmark: _Toc208144065]Ontology and the object of scientific realism. Descartes' philosophy lays the foundation for a form of scientific realism modern - where The material world is understood as an objective entity that exists independently of the perceiving subject , operating according to inevitable laws that can be perceived by reason. From there, Descartes paved the way for an approach mechanism and quantitative explanation in natural science. Descartes presented The four rules of method are the foundation of modern scientific thinking . 
[bookmark: _Toc208144066]3.2.1 .2 . The distinction between "Mind" and "Matter"
Descartes was the first person in modern philosophy to establish a radical boundary between two ontological categories: “mind” and “matter”, opening the so-called Cartesian dualism. “Mind” is the thinking subject as the foundation of existence. Descartes determined the nature of “mind” as thinking, occupying no space, not being divided, and not having material properties. “Mind” is the thinking “I”, the first, certain and unquestionable foundation in his entire rationalist philosophical system. “Matter” is “an entity with length/extension”, meaning an object with shape, volume and position in space, but is completely inanimate, unable to think . Descartes must ask for a favor to the table hand Upper sole " inside " too program Go reason prize about source origin belong to monk only human​​ 
[bookmark: _Toc208144067]3.2. 1.3 . Basic properties of " Things " (extension)
In Descartes' ontological system, every entity has an axiomatic attribute, an essential nature that makes it possible for it to exist. For “things,” that attribute is extension, the ability to occupy three-dimensional space. The extension is the core point for Descartes to eliminate secondary properties ( color, smell, sound ...) from the nature of "things". These properties only appear in consciousness and do not belong to "things" objectively .
[bookmark: _Toc208144068]3.2. 1.4 . The problem of interaction between Mind and Matter and Descartes' solutions
Descartes' rationalism asserts that reason is the primary source of knowledge. From distinguishing two absolutely distinct entities, spirit and matter, Descartes faced a serious problem of ontological interactionism. How could a non-spatial, non-material entity (will, thought) act on a mechanical object (body, motion)? This was a serious weakness in Descartes' system, which he tried to overcome by introducing the pineal gland where he believed soul and body “communicate” with each other.
[bookmark: _Toc208144069]3.2.2. Proving the existence of God
[bookmark: _Toc207267646][bookmark: _Toc208144070][bookmark: _Toc207267647][bookmark: _Toc208144071][bookmark: _Toc207267648][bookmark: _Toc208144072][bookmark: _Toc207267649][bookmark: _Toc208144073][bookmark: _Toc207267650][bookmark: _Toc208144074][bookmark: _Toc207267651][bookmark: _Toc208144075]Demonstrating the existence of God and His role in ensuring truth in Descartes. After establishing the first solid foundation with “ I think, therefore I am ”, Descartes faced a major problem: how can one trust that other knowledge, especially mathematical truths and knowledge about the world, are also certain and beyond doubt? To solve this problem, he developed a series of proofs of the existence of God, considering it as the foundation to ensure the credibility of “clear and distinct” ideas. First, the proof of origin. Second, the proof of substance. Third, the role of God in ensuring truth. Fourth, Descartes' argument is criticized for being circular . Thus, Descartes's proofs of God's existence are not only aimed at theological goals but also serve an epistemological project: to establish a solid foundation for science.
[bookmark: _Toc208144077]3.3 . Epistemology
[bookmark: _Toc208144078]3.3.1. Cognitive process 
[bookmark: _Toc208144079][bookmark: _Toc201679327][bookmark: _Toc203743721][bookmark: _Toc203743894][bookmark: _Toc205849637]3.3. 1.1. The origin of knowledge: Reason and the role of the senses.
[bookmark: _Toc206324869][bookmark: _Toc207267658][bookmark: _Toc208144080][bookmark: _Toc203743722][bookmark: _Toc203743895][bookmark: _Toc205849638]Descartes was one of the first philosophers of the Modern period to raise the question of a solid foundation of knowledge. In “The First Treatise” Descartes initiated a process of radical doubt aimed at filtering out all uncertain knowledge, until he discovered an indubitable principle. Reason gives us access to a priori truths, such as in mathematics and geometry, which do not rely on sensory experience.
[bookmark: _Toc208144081]3.3. 1.2 . The doctrine of innate ideas
The doctrine of innate ideas in Descartes' philosophy - a rational foundation for modern epistemology. The epistemological basis is to start from radical skepticism to "I think" (cogito). Descartes' philosophy starts from a radical skepticism, he deliberately doubted all accepted knowledge, including sensory perceptions, images of the external world, even mathematical laws, in search of an undeniable truth. First, the Idea of God - a perfect and infinite being . Second, the idea of "mind". Descartes's consciousness of himself as a thinking subject does not depend on any physical experience. Third, mathematical and logical theorems - universal and immutable. Thus, Descartes' philosophy of knowledge is an attempt to build an absolute knowledge base based on reason .
[bookmark: _Toc208144082]3.3.2. Concept of truth
Rationalism is a philosophical stance that emphasizes reason and scientific thinking. Descartes' method emphasizes scientific reason, which is the only measure and value for humans to strive for. The scientific and technological achievements in the West during this period contributed to the comprehensive development of humans in all aspects. The work " On Method " is a work that has brought out the spirit of the new intellectual revolution, along with new understandings of the tasks that science is proposing. Descartes believes that philosophy is the sum of human knowledge in many fields. Thereby, he set for philosophy the basic task of aiming to build basic principles and methodologies to serve as the basis for science to discover the truth.
[bookmark: _Toc208144083]3.4 . Concept of human and natural sciences
3.4.1. Mechanical concept about people​ 
Mechanism in Cartesian philosophy (seeing the world as a machine). This is one of the important principles in Descartes' philosophy and science. He considered the material world to operate like a machine, following objective, measurable and predictable laws. The material world operates according to mechanical laws like a machine. Motion is not determined by an inner purpose or soul, but by external mechanical laws. Descartes proposed three laws of motion: An object will continue its state (rest or motion) unless acted upon by an external force (the premise of inertia). The core of the model What does it mean that man is a “machine”? Descartes separates entities into " heart " and “ matter ” . Descartes assigned an intermediary role to the pineal gland which he considered the “contact” point between “ mind ” and “ matter ” .
3.4.2. Concept of natural science
[bookmark: _Toc208144084]3.4. 2. 1. Mathematics – sample squid of knowledge​
The 17th century marked a turning point in Western European philosophical and scientific thinking. Descartes proposed a “universal method” based on the model of mathematical thinking. For Descartes, mathematics is not only a specific science, but also a form of reason, the standard of all certain knowledge . Descartes’ conception of mathematics: Mathematics as a model of knowledge; Universal mathematics ; Concrete mathematics in “ La Géométrie ” ( Fig. learn ).
[bookmark: _Toc208144085]3.4.2 .2 Objects reason learn and cosmology​ 
Rank First, the mechanical view of the world. Before Descartes, the natural world was often imagined as an order ordained by God. Descartes broke that by viewing the universe as a self-moving mechanical system. The world is a giant machine that operates according to certain mechanisms. Descartes's mechanics not only contributed to freeing natural science from theology, but also provided a theoretical model for mathematics and physics to flourish .
Rank two, about object reason learn. In “Discourse on Method” he presented his materialistic physics and pointed out that the basis of physics is the theory of matter and motion. In it, the important requirement he proposed is to start from matter and motion to explain the world. Descartes considered super image learn To be muscle basis​​ block belong to all sciences​ different , but in object reason study , about muscle copy grandfather again body presently me To be one home only object​
Rank Dad, Vu pillar In "Discourse on Method" Descartes pointed out the basic characteristics of the worldview in its consistent mechanical nature, along with the idea of mechanical evolution in all theoretical fields of the natural world. Descartes' cosmological concept closely tied to his metaphysics. Starting from the unquestionable truth “I think, therefore I am”, Descartes built a solid system of knowledge using reason. The most valuable point in Descartes’ cosmology is not in the “ wind ” model delete​​​ 
Chapter 3 Summary
[bookmark: _Toc153723874]Descartes' worldview is openly objective idealistic, and even theistic, which runs through the content of his works Discourse on Method and Discourse on First Philosophy. of his. Descartes took complete skepticism as the starting point . One of the most important problems of philosophy is to point out the next path of historical movement. Solving this problem, philosophy raises the basic problems of contemporary humanity and outlines the method of solving them. Descartes raises and solves the problem of the purpose of human movement and the path to achieve that purpose as one of the basic contents of philosophy. Descartes presents basic contents such as: The nature of cognition in epistemology, the method of cognition of cognition, characteristics in epistemology... Thereby creating Descartes' philosophical ideology. Descartes' philosophy, as presented in this chapter, is a fundamental philosophical system, opening the way for modern Western philosophical thinking. With a starting point of radical skepticism, Descartes did not fall into extreme skepticism, but on the contrary, he created an undeniable fulcrum for knowledge: “I think, therefore I am”. From that fulcrum, Descartes created a consistent epistemological, ontological and scientific methodological system, in which reason and truth are clearly distinguished and considered the foundation of all cognition. Overall, Descartes' philosophy is both enlightening and normative. It not only answers fundamental metaphysical questions but also orients the cognitive method for science and proposes an ideal of human progress through rational thinking. This is the reason why Descartes is considered the “father of modern philosophy”. The limits and consequences of Descartes' philosophy, as well as his influence on philosophers such as Kant, Spinoza, Leibniz, Husserl or Heidegger, will be analyzed in more depth in the next chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc208144087]CHAPTER 4: 
[bookmark: _Toc208144088]VALUE, LIMITATIONS AND THE CURRENT SIGNIFICANCE OF RENE DESCATES ' PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHTS
[bookmark: _Toc208144089]4.1. Values and limitations in Rene Descartes' philosophical thought
[bookmark: _Toc208144090][bookmark: _Toc206324903][bookmark: _Toc207267671]4.1.1. Values in the philosophical thought of Rene Descartes
[bookmark: _Toc208144091]Descartes had a profound and important influence on both Western philosophy and science, especially in the development of modern philosophy. Here are some key points about his influence: 
[bookmark: _Toc206324904][bookmark: _Toc207267672][bookmark: _Toc208144092]4.1.1.1. Laying the foundation for rationalism
[bookmark: _Toc206324905][bookmark: _Toc207267673][bookmark: _Toc208144093] Descartes contributed to the fight against medieval scholastic theology, affirming the role of reason in cognition, thereby contributing to paving the way for scientific thinking methods .
[bookmark: _Toc206324906][bookmark: _Toc207267674][bookmark: _Toc208144094]Played an important role in the development of modern philosophy: Descartes is considered one of the pioneers of modern philosophy thanks to his great contributions in building modern scientific, analytical and doctrinal methods.
First, it paved the way for a new philosophy. In the history of ancient philosophy, the world held the most important position while humans held only a very small position in the world.
Second, build a new system of methods as a foundation for the development of science.
Third, private imagine core literature philosophy study. Here It was a period of feudal monarchy and church tyranny that pushed people into the abyss . 
Fourth, the deductive method. For him, this is the only method suitable for the subject he is researching.
4.1.1.2. Laying the foundation for philosophy of thinking (philosophy ) modern logic​
[bookmark: _Toc206324907][bookmark: _Toc207267675][bookmark: _Toc208144095][bookmark: _Toc206324908][bookmark: _Toc207267676][bookmark: _Toc208144096][bookmark: _Toc206324912][bookmark: _Toc207267677][bookmark: _Toc208144097][bookmark: _Toc206324913][bookmark: _Toc207267678]Descartes played a huge role in initiating the question of the subject of cognition and consciousness, contributing to the development of later philosophical branches of mind. Descartes' views have led to the development of many different theories and views . The debate about the nature of mind and existence has had a huge influence on both philosophy and science. It was Descartes, with his way of questioning the the “thinking I” as a center of thought, has opens the door to philosophy of mind modern.
4.1.1.3. Scientific protection , anti- religion thing respect religion
[bookmark: _Toc206324916][bookmark: _Toc207267680][bookmark: _Toc208144099]Descartes' philosophy defended natural science and mathematical methods during the period of struggle against religious dogma, playing an active role in the process of liberating scientific thinking. Descartes' philosophy demonstrated that the physical world could be understood and predicted through mathematical formulas , thus defend the paramount role of mathematics in understanding the world. Descartes was also the first person to approach the living body as a mechanical system that could be analyzed and described blood circulation, muscle movement, and nerve reflexes as physical and biological processes.
4.1.1.4. Values of class stance progress set
Descartes' philosophy is the world of relationships and ideology of the French bourgeoisie (at this time they were a progressive force) fighting against conservative and backward feudal forces. Descartes' philosophy was the beginning of a rational scientific ideology, which later became the foundation of Western capitalism.
[bookmark: _Toc208144100]4.1.2. Limitations in Descartes' philosophical thought
4.1.2.1. Ontological limitations :
 Rank First, Descartes's dualism (spirit-matter) does not go beyond the metaphysical stance, separating opposites instead of perceiving them in a dialectical relationship.
Rank Second, the separation between these two entities gives rise to an unsolvable problem of interaction, contrary to the principle of material unity of Marxist-Leninist philosophy: spirit is the product of highly organized matter developed to a certain level.
[bookmark: _Toc208144101][bookmark: _Toc206324918][bookmark: _Toc207267683]4.1.2.2. Epistemological limitations
[bookmark: _Toc208144102][bookmark: _Toc206324919][bookmark: _Toc207267684][bookmark: _Toc208144103] Descartes's radical skeptical method bears the mark of subjective idealism, originating from isolated individual thinking, separated from social and historical reality. Thus, the “I think” is ultimately just a shadow of an omnipotent entity. “I think, therefore I am” is also a false expression of Descartes, who proved the existence of human beings through thinking. But thinking exists completely separately from the subject, Descartes absolutizes rationality.
[bookmark: _Toc208144105][bookmark: _Toc206324921][bookmark: _Toc207267687]4.1.2.3. Limitations on metaphysical and theological concepts
[bookmark: _Toc208144106]Descartes's demonstration of the existence of God represented a compromise with the religious worldview, which hindered the full development of natural science.
[bookmark: _Toc206324922][bookmark: _Toc207267688][bookmark: _Toc208144107][bookmark: _Toc206324923]Attributing the certainty of cognition to God is a step backward, showing the contradiction between the rational method and the theological position which Marxist-Leninist philosophy criticized for not escaping from idealistic psychoanalysis.
[bookmark: _Toc208144108][bookmark: _Toc207267690]4.1.2.4. Limitations in scientific philosophical thought
Firstly, Descartes' mechanistic concept is strongly colored by metaphysical materialism, only paying attention to static mechanical structures, not recognizing the movement, change and dialectical development of nature.
Second, this view limits the ability to explain complex phenomena such as life, consciousness, evolution, and ignores the role of contradiction and development in nature and society - the core contents of materialist dialectics.
[bookmark: _Toc208144109] Descartes' mechanistic conception is strongly colored by metaphysical materialism, only paying attention to static mechanical structures, not recognizing the movement, change and dialectical development of nature. Thus, Descartes' limitation lies mainly in the lack of ability to approach development processes through Dialectical contradiction and negation , the fundamental principle in materialist dialectics.
[bookmark: _Toc208144110][bookmark: _Toc206324924][bookmark: _Toc207267692]4.1.2.5. Limitations in the view of humans as "biological machines" dehumanize humans, failing to see the social and historical nature of humans
[bookmark: _Toc208144111]In Descartes' mechanistic conception, man is seen as a a biological machine in which body parts function like parts in a mechanical system. Descartes was influenced by the traditional view that philosophy was the foundation of natural sciences and was inevitably speculative. His philosophy created new dogmas from the worship of reason, which preceded the practical development of the sciences.
[bookmark: _Toc208144113]4.2. Current meaning of Rene Descartes' philosophical thought
[bookmark: _Toc208144114]4.2.1. From Descartes' skeptical method to modern critical thinking
[bookmark: _Toc207267696][bookmark: _Toc208144115][bookmark: _Toc207267698][bookmark: _Toc208144117]Rank First , the enduring value of Descartes' skeptical method in today's era. Skepticism has long been considered by many as a negative attitude, denying all truth. As So , truth is not a given, but must be acquired through doubt.
Rank​ Second, methodical skepticism and critical thinking are weapons against information manipulation, fake news, and opinion-driven ideology. Descartes developed the method of skepticism as a tool for achieving certain truth, asking the question: “What can be known with certainty?” by questioning everything from sensations to popular beliefs.
[bookmark: _Toc208144118]4.2.2. Descartes' scientific thinking method has a humanistic orientation for modern science and technology.
	Descartes made a revolution in thinking, laying the foundation for science to become a direct productive force. From Descartes to Today , our Party continues that spirit at a new height . 
Our Party's viewpoint on science, technology and innovation is the central driving force. Our Party identifies science and technology as having a strategic role . The revolution that Descartes initiated in thinking, Today , it continues to be realized in the cause of building and defending the modern Vietnamese Fatherland. Autonomous subjects and individual freedom in the digital world. So are humans still masters of themselves? Descartes emphasized that humans are autonomous subjects, able to use reason to determine themselves and the world around them .
Marxist-Leninist philosophy emphasizes that science and technology are just tools, and development orientation must be for people, for human liberation, not for digital enslavement of people.
[bookmark: _Toc208144121]4.2.3. Affirming the role and mission of philosophy in life
[bookmark: _Toc207267702][bookmark: _Toc208144122]The role and mission of philosophy in life: The general “mission” of philosophy. Philosophy is a worldview and methodology that guides human cognition and practical activities. Descartes realized the philosophical "mission" of orienting, methodizing, criticizing and guiding life. One is to stabilize the post-crisis worldview. Two is to re-establish the method from skepticism to the “clear and distinct” standard. Third, give knowledge infrastructure to science. Fourth, secularize knowledge and liberate individual thinking. Descartes' philosophy was the starting point of rationalism and the pivotal link from scholasticism to modern science .
[bookmark: _Toc208144123]4.2.4. Laying the foundation for the process of thinking, developing mathematics and modern natural sciences
Descartes was one of the first modern philosophers to base philosophy on the scientific method. He is not only the “father of modern philosophy” but also the mathematician who founded analytical geometry. Opposite to with Descartes, mathematics as the prototype of philosophical thinking. Mathematics, for him, was not just a separate science but a model of thinking: rigorous, obvious, capable of progressing from simple to complex. Descartes played a pioneering role in the mathematization of thinking, which has become more important than ever in the digital age. He not only proposed a method of radical skepticism, but also built a system of thinking based on it. mathematical and analytic geometry proof , thereby asserting that The physical world can be described by equations .
[bookmark: _Toc208144125]4.2.5. Raising philosophical problems about human beings for modern science to continue to solve
Rank​ First, the ideology that promotes individual thinking subjects needs to be placed in a dialectical relationship with collective subjects in digital society. The ideology that promotes individual thinking subjects and the dialectical relationship with collective subjects in digital society.
Rank​ Second, Descartes' philosophy gradually contributed to affirming the value of individual thinking, which is still valuable in the digital age when individuals need autonomy in learning, working and creating. Therefore, the individual thinking in Descartes' philosophy still has lasting value in the digital age.
Rank​ Third, in digital society, dependence on technology, artificial intelligence and centralized data coordination systems also poses the risk of losing human agency. Dependence on technology in digital society and the risk of losing human agency.
[bookmark: _Toc208144126]4.2.6. The philosophical significance of Rene Descartes for Vietnam in the current context
4.2.6.1. Descartes and the need for innovation in theoretical thinking in Vietnam today
The Cartesian method, with its four clear basic principles of analysis, synthesis, and verification, brings Vietnam a valuable methodological value: philosophy, science, and politics can only be sustainably developed when they are placed on the foundation of reflective reason and empirical proof.
4.2.6.2. Descartes and the problem of building Vietnamese people - creative subjects in the age of knowledge
Descartes' philosophy begins with the immortal affirmation: "I think, therefore I am", which opened the era of the thinking subject, where humans become the starting point of all knowledge and the foundation of all values. Humans, according to Descartes, are not only 
4.2.6.3. Descartes with the development of intellectual culture and liberal education in Vietnam
Descartes' philosophy not only opened the age of reason but also laid the foundation for the spirit of liberal education. He believed that education must help people learn to "think for themselves", not "learn to believe". Sensual beings but self-conscious entities, with cognitive capacity and free will .
4.2.6.4. Rational ethics and humanistic spirit in sustainable development in Vietnam
One of the most profound aspects of Descartes' philosophy is the concept of rational ethics. This is especially relevant in modern society, where rapid technological development is accompanied by the risk of human corruption.
4.2.6.5. Descartes's thought in the development of modern Vietnamese philosophy and theory
The study of Descartes in Vietnam is not only of historical significance, but also of philosophical and methodological dialogue. Descartes initiated modern rationalism, while Marxism-Leninism brought reason to the level of dialectics and practice .
4.2.6.6. Descartes and the mission of developing Vietnamese people in the knowledge era
Descartes’ philosophical thought, after nearly four centuries, still retains its philosophical vitality and evocative value for humanity. For Vietnam, returning to Descartes is to re-establish the role of reason, ethics and humanity in the cause of sustainable development.
Chapter 4 Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk206272666] Descartes was a great thinker of the 17th-18th centuries, his basic philosophical thoughts contributed significantly to paving the way for modern philosophy . He realized that in the journey to find the objectivity of knowledge, it is necessary to knock on the door of the human being himself, not to rely on external things such as power and strength. Thus, it can be understood that not everything can be argued rationally and he was right when he expected to find the basis for the common consensus of humanity not to lie outside, but right inside the human soul. However, Descartes also did not suffer from certain limitations such as: methodological principles in his philosophy. His philosophical thoughts stemmed from an overemphasis on reason. Skepticism, some parts of Descartes' philosophy such as the theory of God and reality remained contradictory and not fully convincing in later studies. Descartes paid little attention to ethical and social issues, causing some limitations in the application of his philosophy to real life. He influenced by the traditional concept, considering philosophy as the foundation of natural sciences and inevitably speculative. The absolutization of rationality made him put forward abstract concepts, independent of sentiment. Descartes absolutized intuition, considering it as the self-consciousness of truth emerging in reason... because of standing on the worldview of subjective idealism , Descartes' philosophical thought could not avoid limitations in some of his concepts . Surpassing all those limitations, Descartes' philosophical thought carries profound contemporary values. He opened up the direction of development of philosophy and science, not only the foundation for his time but also for today's time, promoting the role of the "thinking self", the active, proactive spirit in cognition.
[bookmark: _Toc208144127]CONCLUDE
It is difficult to imagine what Western philosophy would look like without the appearance of Descartes' philosophy. He himself responded to the demands of his time, and at the same time posed and solved in his own way important problems that had a profound influence on contemporary Western European philosophy and even modern Western philosophy . Descartes systematically presented methodology, theories of cognition, metaphysics and the relationship between thinking and body, laying the foundation for modern philosophy. Descartes' doctrine became the foundation for Hume's empiricism, especially Kant and Husserl's philosophy . In which , "Discourse on Method" is considered the charter of new philosophy. From Descartes' topics and methods, Kant and Husserl took philosophy to a higher level. Kant's philosophy is typically transcendental philosophy because it is built on a priori principles such as: transcendental feeling, transcendental logic, transcendental principle. Kant's conception of transcendental feeling was outlined in Descartes's work "First Philosophy" which discusses extension as the essence of material things. Descartes calls extension the fundamental quality, the essence of objects, just as thinking is the essence of the spirit, only the spirit has the ability to perceive the extension of objects. Therefore, the work of perceiving extension is an intuition and an innate idea.
It can be affirmed that the status of the two works is very important in the study of philosophy. Descartes in particular and the study of philosophical thought in general. Through that, we can realize Descartes' vision of a comprehensive philosophy that tries to integrate different fields of human cognition. Descartes presents the core methodology, metaphysics in philosophy and has extraordinary appeal. The two main works are an inspirational monument to what individual intelligence can achieve when it shakes off the constraints of authority, convention and begins a long-term search. Thus, with all that Descartes has contributed to humanity, no one can deny that he is one of the great philosophers, worthy of the title " father of modern philosophy ", philosophy of spirit, philosophy of man, paving the way for Kant's philosophy, Hegel's philosophy, C.Marx's philosophy and existential philosophy today. He is not only the pride of France but also of all progressive humanity.
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